Annual Report – Financial Year 2015/2016
You are invited to the Annual General Meeting to be held
DV Monday 29th August 2016 commencing at 8.00 pm in the
FRC Mt Nasura Church building.
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2.0

Secretary’s Report 2015 / 2016

It’s time to reflect and consider the year that has passed. How was the 2015/2016
congregational year?
Let’s recount the notable mentions:
We were blessed by the preaching twice every Sunday! So easy to take for granted,
but it’s amazing that our Heavenly Father calls us every week to come to hear His Word
and to worship him with prayers, psalms and gifts . He wants us to be close to Him,
and even assured us via Holy Supper and six baptisms.
We treasure the work of Rev Bredenhof, on the pulpit, teaching catechism, leading
consistory and showing interest in our lives over coffee. He and his family are a
blessing to us, and we pray that God may continue to work mightily in his heart,
protect him , and use him to guide us.
A big highlight in the Church calendar is when young people profess the faith. It may
be an annual event that comes around like clockwork, however every profession of faith
is testimony to God’s mercy, grace and faithfulness. It was His work in young people’s
hearts that we as congregation witnessed when Joshua deVos, Theuns deJager, Trisha
Huizenga, Tristan Schiebaan, Aliseha Swarts and Emma Van Dijk professed their faith
late 2015.
We witnessed six baptisms! Six precious little children in Hudson Vermuelen, Seth
Wielstra, Malachi Ballast, Danielle Siegers, Shaeleigh Schiebaan and Ruby vander Laan
received the assurance of God’s covenantal promises.
Observe the friendly conversation we enjoy after church services. While most of us
safely talk to those we know best, it’s a wonderful blessing seeing many of us happy to
spend time with each other enjoying each other’s company; that too is a blessing from
our Heavenly Father.
We are thankful (and a bit relieved) that family Bredenhof has acclimatised to ‘down
under’, becoming part of us and sharing their lives with us, sharing joys and trials. A
marker in this journey is the closing post on the family blog!
We have had to say some goodbyes: We have had loved members move and leave us,
and we have had to bury Oma Byl, comforted in knowing that she is with her Father in
Heaven.
Our website www.frcmn.org was rejuvenated, with a fresh design and new functionality
enabling sermons to be hosted. For those who might wonder the password is “frcmn”.
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My sense is that we can use the members area for all kinds of rosters (youth clubs,
older youth clubs, men’s and women’s clubs) remodeling committee plans, and other
helpful information.
It’s with some relief that changes to the words of the Psalms appears to have settled,
and we can now focus on learning the new words, not so easy for some of us J.
A lot of cogs need to turn to make a living congregation. It takes love for God and His
people to put the time and effort in to serving. We see a lot of service in Mt Nasura:
there are greeters (sextons), pianists, organist, cleaners, gardeners, youth club leaders,
adults association committees, audio technicians, care and share committee, men’s
and women’s club leaders, older youth clubs, family bible study organisers, website
designers and coders, social organisers and these are just some of the formal roles.
There are the informal roles: the coffee visit, a hug, or text to a burdened person (don’t
we all experience bruising in this life?), a meal for a busy family… Take a step back and
reflect on God’s love that radiates in our lives by the blessings of giving and receiving.
In our bond of Churches, we could experience another Synod. Consistory is busy
reviewing the Acts and encourages you to be actively involved too by reading the Acts
as a minimum. Very sadly a minster of a sister church fell into grievous sin. That was a
big shock for us all, a warning that Satan continues to seek who he may devour, he
wants to entrap us all. We can’t stand on our own strength for if we rely on ourselves
we will fall.
As a congregation we still have our work to do, using the words of 2 Peter 1 which is
our home visit theme for this year (thanks Rev B). Peter seeks to stir us up to grow in
virtue, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness and love.
There is room for us to grow in all these facets. However, I would like to highlight
“brotherly kindness”; and while it is obvious that we should not fight or harm each
other, brotherly kindness is far more; it’s knowing your brothers and helping them carry
their burdens… We have those that are a bit lonely, those who have children who
have left the Lord, those who are widowed, those who are depressed/down. God
teaches us through trials. Do we walk alongside each other enough, helping each
other carry our burdens? This includes prayer and actions.
Financially the numbers all indicate that we were blessed as a church, consider the
capital we paid off our loans – nearly $60,000. The economic mood has since
darkened and some of our members are finding work hard to secure… we need to
carry them with more than money if needed. As we budget/plan for the year ahead we
surrender our plans and budgets to His will, thanking Him for the blessings of the past
year.
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Another year has passed. It’s another year closer to His return. Let’s help each other be
ready for that great day.
Elton Swarts
General Secretary
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Finances
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Deacons’ Report 2015 / 2016
As deacons we may report with thankfulness that our Father has provided in an abundant
way this past year. Although done in much weakness, we have been able to go about
our task of ministering in the congregation. God provided sufficient funds that could be
distributed among those in need. The sick, lonely and aging could be visited and work
was also done to encourage the congregation to look out for each other. Late last year
we were also able to get together with the youth for a BBQ, which provided an
opportunity to speak about the work of deacons and encourage them in showing love
and care to each other and other members in the congregation.
We thank the sisters involved with Care & Share for coordinating practical help within
the congregation. Also thank you to the sisters in the Women’s Auxiliary for organising
coffee socials and other events through which we could enjoy the communion of saints.
Thanks also to the brothers who have given their time for the ‘winter ready’ busy bees.
As deacons we see evidence of much care and assistance shown among each other. We
encourage all to continue in this, that we may know one another’s needs and be of
assistance when able. We have several elderly/lonely members in our congregation and
we ask that special effort is made to visit them. Over the past year there has also been
a growing amount of job uncertainty within the congregation. We pray that God will
provide in these difficult times and that we may rest our cares and worries on Him. We
also ask that you pray for your deacons that they may receive the strength and wisdom
to fulfil their task.

10

4.0

Church Statistics 1 July 2015 - 30 June 2016

5.0

Br John Bruning | Report on visit to the mission field (15 minutes)

6.0

Interval with Refreshments (20 minutes)

7.0

Br Ian Swarts | Sumba – God’s work transforming lives. (15 minutes)

Following a recent congregational meeting the Free Reformed Church of Mt Nasura
committed $45,000 to the Reading Room project in Waingapu Sumba. We pray that
God will bless this project. But what do you know about Sumba, and the extensive
mission and aid programs currently being done on this Indonesian island?
In a short, sharp and compelling presentation you can expect to receive a snap shot of
the island, its culture, mission history, our churches there, and the current development
work being done. You should also expect to hear about a few current opportunities,
and you’ll be left with a personal challenge.
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8.0

Br Derek Swarts | Remodeling Committee | 3 Concept Plans (15
minutes)

The committee tasked by Consistory with exploring options for remodeling the Church
foyer and kitchen is pleased to present the next phase of its work. Following these
introductory comments you will find three draft concept plans which we hope you will
review. These draft plans are designed to spark further conversation and we look
forward to receiving your comments and feedback in due course. Please note that
these plans are draft, their purpose is to start the conversation and they are by no
means the ‘end product’.
As committee we would be thrilled if you would take some time prior to the AGM to
look through each of the three concepts and think about how well each plan responds
to the comments and concerns you raised with us. In the fifteen minutes that we have
at the AGM we will not have sufficient time to go through all of your comments and
queries and we would love to chat with you after our presentation. Our aim during the
presentation will be to provide a brief summary of the process so far, to introduce the
three concept plans, to answer as many questions as possible and to describe the next
steps. We look forward to hearing from you.
Design summary from Arnold Schiebaan on the concepts:
Option A Outdoor area and crèche improved

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blinds to perimeter of Covered Outdoor Area
New ceiling
New lighting
New Skylights
Additional Kitchen Servery
Toilet and toy store in Crèche to North elevation
Improved Crèche access to outdoor play area
Improved Carpark circulation

Option B New Foyer, remodeled kitchen, secure toilets

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enclose Covered Outdoor Area to become new Foyer, with glazed openings
New ceiling
New lighting
New Skylights
New tiled concrete floor with carpet insert
New floor tiles to existing Lobby
Enclose Verandahs with glazed openings to provide secure toilet access
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acrylic render to walls in new Foyer and Corridor
Remove secondary entrance and store rooms
Relocate Organ Bay to North Elev
Relocate Sexton / Store to North Elev
Remove kitchen and secondary entry wall and effect structural modifications to
extend existing covered area roof
Remodel Kitchen
Bifold door access between Auditorium and new Foyer
Toilet and Toy Store in Crèche to North elevation
Improved crèche access to outdoor play area
New operable wall to Crèche
Improved carpark circulation

Option C New Foyer, remodeled kitchen, Meeting rooms, crèche and toilets

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

9.0

Existing Consistory, Kitchen and Toilets, removed
Effect structural modifications to extend existing covered area roof
Construct new Consistory, Kitchen, Toilets, Corridor and Store rooms
Enclose Covered Outdoor Area to become new Foyer, with glazed openings
New ceiling, lighting and framed skylights to new Foyer
New tiled concrete floor with carpet insert to new Foyer
New floor tiles to existing Lobby
Relocate Organ Bay to North Elev
Bifold door access between Auditorium and new Foyer
Improved crèche and Meeting room access to outdoor play area
New operable wall between Crèche and Meeting room
Improved carpark circulation

General Business

10.0 Close 10:00pm
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